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Feb Burn’s Letter to Harry Thomas Burn

In 1920, the fate of women’s suffrage rested in the hands of 25-year-old Tennessee House Representative Harry Thomas Burn. His was the last deciding vote on whether to ratify the 19th Amendment granting women’s voting rights. Burn was against, so when amendment came up for a vote after a prolonged discussion, Burn surprised observers by voting in favor. The reason? In his jacket pocket was a letter from his mother, Febb Ensminger Burn, that urged him to side with the cause of women’s suffrage. “Don’t forget to be a good boy,” she admonished. Burn later said that “a mother’s advice is always safest for a boy to follow.”


Grace Bedell’s Letter to President Abraham Lincoln

Grace Bedell, age 11, wrote to President Lincoln, “I have got 4 brother’s and part of them will vote for you any way and if you will let your whiskers grow…” Within a few months, Lincoln had grown a beard and was, according to the National Museum of American History, the first president of the United States to wear whiskers while serving as president. It became his signature look.


Nancy Brinker’s Annual Thank-You Letter

Nancy Brinker, Founder of Susan G. Komen, writes a thank-you letter to her sister, Susan G. Komen, every year. The breast cancer foundation has transformed how the world treats and talks about breast cancer. 


Abigail Adams to husband John Adams

In a letter dated March 31, 1776, Abigail Adams urged John Adams and the other members of the Continental Congress to “remember the ladies” when fighting for America's independence and drafting new documents. The Declaration of Independence went on to include “All Men are Created Equal.”

Nellie Bly’s Letter to the Editor

Nellie Bly did the unthinkable for a Victorian woman — she became a successful journalist. Her trailblazing career began when she responded to a patronizing letter under the headline “What Girls Are Good For.” Her anonymous letter to the editor, written in 1885, was so fierce and thoughtful that it prompted the editor to ask the author to identify herself. Bly did and was immediately hired as a reporter. 


Marie de Rabutin-Chantal, marquise de Sévigné, Letters to her Daughter

French author, Marie de Rabutin-Chantal, marquise de Sévigné, (1626-1696) wrote over 1,700 to her daughter. Her detailed accounts of current events in fashionable society, commentary on contemporary topics, and detail accounts of daily life were written in such witty and absorbing narratives that her style became the standard for novels in the epistolary format.



Reading List

A Secret Sisterhood: The Literary Friendships of Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë, George Eliot, and Virginia Woolf by Emily Midorikawa

The Color Purple by Alice Walker

Dracula by Mary Shelley

Letters of Note by Shaun Usher



Notes:


1

