		9 Ways to Make Dialogue Sell your Book

Your prospective reader will read the your first page, then flip through, eye falling on the dialogue. If it sparkles, they'll buy the book.  It's that powerful. 

Use these tips to make your dialogue sparkle!

1)  Remember that dialogue is not the same thing as real conversation. You cannot just record and put on the page what you heard people say. Dialogue is a made thing. 

2)  In your dialogue, cut these words that occur in real conversation but are totally useless on the page: Yeah, No, Yes, Sure, What? Okay, Huh? etc.  They make the reader start to skim. Just cut all of them.

3)   Set it up right on the page. Keep character and words spoken in one line.  Revise this way:

	Maria spoke first.
	"I'd love to go to that restaurant."
	Bernardo answered.
	"I'll get a reservation.

		becomes

	Maria spoke first. "I'd love to go to that restaurant."
	Bernardo answered, "I'll get a reservation."


4)   When narration is embedded in the dialogue, indent the paragraph with each new speaker and bring the character's action along with the words. 
	
	Maria spoke first. "I'd love to go to that restaurant."
	Bernardo answered, "I'll get a reservation. It's getting late." But in an hour they were seated at a window table, menus open.
	"I'm so glad we made the drive. I love this place," Maria reached fore his arm.


5)  The purpose of dialogue is to reveal character NOT advance plot. 

	"Sam, do you want a cup of coffee?" Natalie said.
	"What? Me? Oh, okay, sure," Sam said.
		
		becomes
	
	"Do you want a cup of coffee?" Natalie got up her nerve.
	"I thought you'd never ask," Sam winked. 
6)   You can usually cut "he said" and "she said" and give an action instead.
	
	"Why are you sulking?" John said.
	"I'm not sulking!" Sally said.

		becomes

	"Why are you sulking?" John buttered his toast.
	"I'm not sulking!" Sally turned away.
	

7)   There is no need to repeat words from one line of dialogue to the response. This is a very, very common mistake and a real annoyance for the reader. 
	
	"Come on, let's get ready to go to Tommy's Bar and Grill."
	"Tommy's Bar and Grill?"


9)   Don't both show and then tell. This repetition also drives the reader nuts.

	Mario was dying for a cigarette. He turned to Brenda.
	"Brenda, can I bum a cigarette. I'm dying over here!"


9)   Likewise don't repeat the names of the speakers. It's smoother on the ear and  easier on the eye to cut them once the reader knows who's talking. 

	"Vanessa, is this your purse?" John asked.
	 "No, John, are you kidding me?" Vanessa said.

		becomes  	

	"Is this your purse?" 
	"Are you kidding me?"


	Bravo!  Brava!  Your dialogue sparkles now!
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